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ANNUAL 
CONFERENCE 

AGENDA
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1.30pm Welcome & ARPAS-UK update
Graham Brown, Chair,  ARPAS-UK  | Anne-Lise Scaillierez, CEO, ARPAS-UK
DfT Future of Flight Action Plan update – Jenny Ward, Deputy Director of Future 
of Aviation in the Department of Transport

Update with the CAA. Atypical, DISCO and AOB – Kevin Woolsey, Head of RPAS 
Systems | Callum Holland, RPAS Sector Lead (Applications) | 
Ed Fitzpatrick, Regulatory Innovation Specialist.

3.00pm Break & Networking

3.30pm Members’ Panel:  sharing their stories and operational experiences
Andrew Richman, project Manager in Geomatics at the Environment Agency | 
Adrian Wilkinson, Managing Director at Land & Minerals Consulting, drone 
operator and chartered geologist | Rebecca Jones, CEO, Iprosurv, RAE  | Rupert 
Dent, Managing Director, Bridgeway Aerial, Operator 
Mobile Networks as BVLOS Enabler
Dave Pankhurst, Director of Drones at BT | Ed Hunter, Senior Product Manager –
Drone Solutions BT
OSC Success Stories: Quantification of ground risk for Overflight ; flying 30 km 
BVLOS
Rowley Cory-Wright, Director at HEXCAM
BVLOS SIG and Risk Quantification Update
Aleks Kowalski, Director, ARPAS-UK
Closing remarks: ARPAS-UK

5.00pm Networking
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JOIN OUR SLIDO AT 

www.SLIDO.COM

#10123045



THE COLLECTIVE VOICE FOR 
THE UK DRONE INDUSTRY

• Not for profit trade association
• A community of members

• Founded in 2013

• ~ 4730 followers on LinkedIn

• ~ 5745 followers on Twitter

• Sphere of influence, engaging in key activities 
covering government, industry and education.
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PROPORTIONATE REGULATIONS AND 
STANDARDS FOR THE “HERE AND NOW”

USING EDUCATION TO ACCELERATE THE
SAFE AND PROFESSIONAL ADOPTION OF
DRONES BY INDUSTRY.

ENABLING THE FUTURE: CONDUIT FOR 
FUTURE-FACING ISSUES, PUSHING THE 
BOUNDARIES

OUR PRIORITIES TO SUPPORT MARKET GROWTH



Our actions in 2023 to promote proportionate 
regulations and standards for the “Here and Now”

• Responded to 6 formal consultations by the CAA or DfT this year!
• All responses are shaped by comments from SIGs and submissions 

are made available to members 
• Regulation Special Interest Group REG-SIG since Jan’23
• Representation in key committees and dialogue with all parties
• 7 webinars or speaker notes specifically on regulations
• Contribution to BSI standard activities: vocabulary, standards as 

MoC to UK SORA
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Representation of the RPAS community in 
key government and industry committees
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• ACOG Airspace Change Organising Group

• AMS Airspace Modernisation Strategy (CAA)

• Aviation Council represented via GA4Biz

• BSI The BSI Group for British Standards

• BVLOS Operations Forum led by NATS

• CHIRP

• DIAG Drone Industry Action Group led by DSIT

• DSIT Department for Science, Innovation, Technology

• EC WG Electronic Conspicuity Working Group (CAA)

• ECITB, Engineering Construction Industry Training Board

• FAIWG Future Airspace Industry Working Groups led by

DfT, FFC, CAA, CPC

• FSC Finance and Services Forum (CAA)

• Future of Flight Industry Group Aviation Minister chair

• GA4Business (BBGA, BHA, AOPA & ARPAS-UK) with DfT

and the CAA senior management

• ICAMS Industry Coordination- implementation of the AMS.

• MAC Mid Air Collision Challenge Group led by the CAA

• NATMAC National Air Traffic Management. Advisory

Committee led by the CAA

• NPCC Stakeholder Advisory Group

• RPAS Stakeholders’ Forum led by the CAA

• SAC Shared Airspace Council

• SASIG, forum for local authorities & other regional

representatives

• Westminster eForum

• YPO, Government procurement framework



ARPAS-UK positions on regulations & standards
We support:
✔ The introduction of the Atypical Air Environment policy, as an incremental step to facilitate 

BVLOS operations in lower risk environment.
✔ The introduction of Generic SORA or new PDRAs, whatever the format is, for example for reduced 

separation from 3rd parties I BVLOS with airspace observers I BVLOS in atypical environment.
✔ More broadly: standards and standardised approach to enable scale and repeatability
✔ Product technical requirements to support safety cases of more complex operations
✔ Mandated Electronic Conspicuity in specific zones to enable BVLOS in more complex 

environments
✔ Incremental Remote Pilot Competency requirements, with more practical training and reflecting 

the operational needs for UAS rather than crewed pilots
And:
✔ More resources for the CAA
✔ Clear, consistent and proportionate policy guidance, with one single point of truth and 

accessible communication and tools – esp. specific category PDRA01 & OSC  holders
✔ Engagement with the community
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2023 ACTIONS “USING EDUCATION TO ACCELERATE THE 
SAFE & PROFESSIONAL ADOPTION OF DRONES BY 

INDUSTRY”
User cases and industry promotion
• Building a library of use cases showcasing impact: share your success stories! 
• Project EASE with Ajuno
• DroneX and GeoBusiness Drone Theatre, and this year in November Aerial 

Cities: keynotes & speakers’ opportunities for members

Education
• 25 webinars altogether, mostly with you members as speakers, on our 

YouTube channel
• More than 200 newsfeed items on our website
• We disseminated 400+ job opportunities
• Mentoring project with Brightside

Local government education activity
• Project AAM4Gov - Local government focused education videos
• Local Government policy paper with NPCC ongoing (To be released shortly)
• Drone Audit Working Group p. 9
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EDUCATION: WATCH OUR CPDs AND WEBINARS
Safe adoption of drones I Proportionate Regulations I Future-facing challenges I 

By and for members, but also available to the public 



AND MORE WEBINARS TO COME THIS YEAR: 
WATCH THE BREADTH OF TOPICS WE EMBRACE
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WORKING ON OUR EDUCATION STRATEGY



The Market and growth potential
RPAS deployment is set to grow in 
scope and scale. This multi-$Bn 
global industry will provide products 
and services to numerous sectors and 
will also serve as a pioneer for the 
global aerospace sector. 

Whilst the sale of aircraft and 
equipment is of primary and material 
value, the industry will also deliver 
significant value from its supply chain 
and from the range of services 
provided. 

RPAS solutions will further deliver significant value, benefit and 
capability to numerous other organisations and industries.



Use Cases
The drone industry has diversified its applications significantly in 
recent years, touching numerous sectors with innovative use cases.

1. Agriculture

2. Construction

3. Energy

4. Forestry and Environmental Monitoring

5. Insurance

6. Law Enforcement and Public Safety

7. Logistics and Delivery

8. Media and Entertainment

9. Mining

10.Real Estate

11.Telecommunications

12.Disaster Management

…and many more…



Use Cases
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● Medical Cargo Delivery

● Last Mile Delivery

● Middle Mile Logistics

● Aerial Infrastructure Inspection

● Emergency Fast Response

● Local Aerial Surveying

● Passenger Airport Shuttle

● Urban Passenger Transportation

● Regional Passenger Transportation

Huw Ross



Use Cases
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ARPAS-UK is collecting use cases 

which focus on promoting end user 

adoption. 

This will be achieved through:

● Simple language- Get rid of all the 

technical specs

● Quantification- What are the cold 

hard benefits of adopting drone use

● Layout- Problem, How a drone 

solved it

Mohammed Hasan



Drone Use 

Drones sit at this 
layer

Climbing is here



Health and Safety Executive
What do I have to do?
• You must make sure work is properly planned, supervised and carried out by 

competent people with the skills, knowledge and experience to do the job. You 
must use the right type of equipment for working at height. 

Control measures
• First assess the risks. Factors to weigh up include the height of the task, the 

duration and frequency, and the condition of the surface being worked on.

• Before working at height work through these simple steps:

• Avoid work at height where it's reasonably practicable to do so

• Where work at height cannot be easily avoided, prevent falls using either 
an existing place of work that is already safe or the right type of equipment

• Minimise the distance and consequences of a fall, by using the right type of 
equipment where the risk cannot be eliminated



Dos and don'ts of working at height

Do…
• As much work as possible from the ground
• Ensure workers can get safely to and from where they work at 

height
• Take precautions when working on or near fragile surfaces
• Provide protection from falling objects 
Don’t…
• overreach on ladders or stepladders
• let anyone who is not competent (who doesn't have the skills, 

knowledge and experience to do the job) work at height



2023 ACTIONS “ENABLING THE FUTURE”
• Member of the Future Flight Industry Group FFIG led by DfT 

and the Aviation Minister: FFIG Action Plan stating the UK’s 
ambition for UAS and EVTOL released by DfT in March 
2024

• Member of the Airspace Modernisation Stakeholders Group
• Set-up the BVLOS Special Interest Group BVLOS-SIG
• Co-organised the BVLOS Risk Quantification training 

workshops in 4 locations across the UK
• Contributed to BVLOS FORUM led by NATS
• 8 webinars on future-facing issues
• Representing the industry’s interests at, FAI WG, ICAMS, 

SAC …. and with Local Government.
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That’s all from us. 
Any Questions?

Contacts:
membership@arpas.uk
graham.brown@arpas.uk
Anne-lise.Scaillierez@arpas.uk

p. 22
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Future of Flight 

Action Plan









The UK Drone Association 
https://www.arpas.uk/
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